DERBYSHIRE FEDERATION OF WOMEN’S INSTITUTES

DIGEST OF MINUTES OF THE AUTUMN FEDERATION MEETING HELD

TUESDAY 3RD OCTOBER 2017 AT THE RIVERSIDE CENTRE, PRIDE PARK, DERBY

JERUSALEM – was sung accompanied by Mary Denise Hodson, Sudbury WI on piano.
WELCOME: Federation Chairman, Chrissie Booth, gave a big welcome to members.  Speakers: Lynne Stubbings, NFWI Chair, Liz Carr joining us this afternoon and Johnny Walker of Walkers Bulbs and Chairman’s guest Wendy Cummins.  Derbyshire House Trustee and Judge Nancy Hawksworth, Centenary WIs; Chinley & Buxworth and Dethick Lea & Holloway, Centenary Tea Towel winners Joan Hayes and Clare Rose and Highly commended Sue Culbert and Sheila Whitehead and Margaret Brown Judge for the Anne Hale Craft Cup.  Chrissie mentioned sub committee members in the satellite room upstairs where the meeting was being relayed.  
APOLOGIES: Trustee Linda Singleton, Chairman of Media Hub, Liz Mangle Chairman of Membership Support Committee, former Honorary Treasurer Sue Smith and Shirley Aiton, former County Chairman and Building Trustee.
MINUTES OF THE LAST COUNCIL MEETING ON 4th MARCH 2017: having been previously circulated were agreed and signed by Chrissie Booth, Federation Chairman.
MATTER ARISING: There were no matters arising.

CHAIRMAN’S ADDRESS: Chrissie Booth – An exciting day in store.  There are 88 days to the start of our Centenary celebrations.  There are 7 other WIs celebrating with us next year; Bolehill, Higham & Shirland, Holbrook, Mickleover, Repton, Shottlegate and Sudbury.  We have lots planned next year for the Federation’s celebrations, look out for information in the Derbyshire Link.  We have a Centenary Showcase Day at the Winding Wheel on Saturday 12th May with lots of things happening and information about the Federation throughout the last 100 years for the small cost of £2.  There are plenty of competitions today and new stalls for you to look at and of course our new Denman Ambassador Barbara Bailey is on the scarf stall.  Please buy a scarf for £2 each or 6 for £10 what a bargain and it is all to help Denman College.
LIMERICK COMPETITION RESULTS – Jane Latham announced and read out the 3 winners of this year’s Limerick Competition.  Bolsover provided the first two lines of the limerick.  The top 3 will receive Walkers Bulb vouchers to the value of £15, £10 and £5 respectively.  The winning Limerick was by Gill Stephenson, Egginton WI, 2nd place Jennifer Boon, Padfield WI and third Kath D’Archambaud Charlesworth WI.
Jane mentioned that there were 46 entries and thanked all the WIs for the continued support of the Bulb Scheme having received orders from 80 WIs. Johnny Walkers was thanked for his continued support of the Limerick Competition and presented with a WI diary and calendar. 
THANKS FOR FLORAL ARRANGEMENTS Chrissie thanked Horwich End WI for their wonderful displays.  Federation Chairman asked for volunteers to do the flowers at the Autumn Federation Meeting next autumn and Sawley WI volunteered.  The Annual Council Meeting flowers in spring 2018 will be done by Walton WI who volunteered at the Winding Wheel in spring this year.
HONORARY TREASURER – Anne Bellamy – two things to mention today, the first our conversion to becoming a CIO (Chartable Incorporated Organisation).  Anne thanked everyone for discussing it at their WIs, it is very important. Anne explained that this would mean the Boards proposal to become a CIO would change our legal status and this will put us on a more legal footing as we move into our second century. It will not affect the way the WIs are run, nor greatly how the Federation is run, but will mean a security and legality in certain areas that at present we do not have. The next step is there will be a vote for the proposal that we dissolve Derbyshire Federation of Women’s Institutes and then reform in the next 30 seconds to become Derbyshire Federation of Women’s Institutes Charitable Incorporated Organisation this will take place at the Annual Council Meeting in Chesterfield next March.  Nothing to worry about as this will be done under the new Constitution accepted by the Board of Trustees, before we take the proposal to the NFWI Annual Meeting in Cardiff in June 2018.  Please vote for the proposal in March.  Secondly Pooling of Fares, changes made to make it a little fairer for all WIs, as it has been calculated on a pro rata basis and covers National pooling, covering the cost of delegate tickets and travel to the NFWI Annual Meeting, hotel accommodation for the delegates and their travel and tickets for our Annual Council Meeting in March and for insurance for all WI meetings and activities.  A charge of £3.10 per member and the calculations have been done and an invoice sent out to your Treasurers.  Some institutes member numbers and what is on the MCS system doesn’t tally; please ensure the MSC list for your WI is up to date.  Anne was thanked by Chairman Chrissie Booth for her hard work on this.
GUEST MORNING SPEAKER:  NFWI Chair Lynne Stubbings – Lynne explained she had been a WI member for 38 years.  Went to her first WI and it was the General Meeting and had no idea what was happening!  The following year joined the committee and within no time became Treasurer and Secretary and was still working full time.  Lynne talked about the key to the door of life – you don’t know what you can open in your life by just having a go at something.  She has opened many doors since becoming a WI member, her first NFWI Annual Meeting was at the Royal Albert Hall and was the Delegate with over 5 thousand other women there, she found it incredible and it really motivated her.  After this inspiration, was voted onto her Federation Board and within a few years trained as an Adviser and had various roles within the Federation and became Warwickshire Chairman and did 3 years in the role and thoroughly loved it.  Just don’t know what opportunities there will be when you get involved with the WI.  Lynne talked about being a National Trainer and this opened more doors finally going onto the National Board and finally becoming Chair this year and met Chrissie and some of the Derbyshire Board members at the Bakewell Show this year where Derbyshire hosted the National Competition the Huxley Cup.  Lynne hoped she had inspired people today, taking the first step to be here today could lead to many other things.  Lynne answered a couple of questions from members.
Ann Brayne, Trustee thanked Lynne and presented her with a bottle of wine.

SUB COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN PROMOTION
Joan Rowland – Fun(d)raising – promoted the London Trip to see the Diana Princess of Wales dresses and a theatre show in November.  Derbyshire Federation Carol concert on 3rd December Wyaston Church in Repton at 2pm.   There will also be two Celebration services in 2018 for the Centenary of the Federation at the Derby Cathedral on 15th April and 4th November in Tideswell.  The County Quiz will be held on 20th April.  Federation holiday to Northern Ireland in September for 6 days and a luncheon at Hassop Hall on 10th October.  Finally an afternoon tea at Chatsworth.  All information will be advertised in the Link.
Sheila Berry – Show – County Show will be going ahead again at Locko Park.  However, the Bakewell Show will not be taking place at Bakewell in 2018, but it will be going ahead in 2019 to celebrate 200 years of the formation of the show.  We will be holding our normal competitions at the County Show, however the competitions for Bakewell will be held in the north of the county – more information, when known, will be advertised in the Link.

Maureen Anderson – Centenary Ad Hoc Committee – Dates for diaries; Centenary Showcase Saturday 12th May at the Winding Wheel 10.30 – 3.30, £2 per ticket, further details in the January/February Link. Showcase will include music, fashion, etc. Winning Centenary tea towels are on sale today winners Joan Hayes, Heanor WI and Clare Rose Wessington & Brackenfield WI, cost £5 each.  Federation Meetings are on Tuesday 4th March at the Winding Wheel guest speakers Joanna Trollope, author and Steve Cooke from BBC2’s Eggheads quiz show.  Autumn Federation Meeting is on Saturday 20th October at Trent College Long Eaton with guest speakers Janet Street Porter and Martin Gurdon, the “Chicken man”.  Lots more information will be in the Link.

Fay Rumley – Income Generation and Home Economics – Income Generation – Risley WI won the food processor via Easyfundraising in their last competition. Easyfundraising representatives are here today to get those WI’s wishing to sign up to do so and they are sponsoring another competition to win £100 in the Christmas draw. 

Media Hub – next Flicknic will be on November 27th and is the ‘Lady in the Van’.
Diane McHarg, Acting Denman Ambassador -– scarves on sale today asked for 2 per WI and on sale today are 1500!  £2 each or 6 for £10 all to raise money For the Saving Denman College Appeal.  The new Denman Ambassador Barbara Bailey is manning the stalls with help!
Diane Smiles – Public Affairs & International – Launched appeal for the Elms Foundation to collect items to support the victims of abuse in their refuges and helping them to move on in their lives.  Information on what’s being collected will be in the Link or there’s a flyer to pick up today.

Lynn Fryer – Tea Towel competition – thanked everyone for their entries and the winning two on sale today at £5 each.

Elaine Ward – CRY – Elaine ran through the reasons why screen in the young in so important with losing her son to a heart attack when he was only 17 and no-one knowing he had a heart defect.  Raising awareness has helped many young children and more screening sessions planned.  Plans to put in a Resolution for the screening next year.
Anne Bellamy – Sports & Leisure – From the Eisteddfod last year have made a book out of the short stories and poems which is on sale today at £5.  In 2018 have a Variety Show planned which is at the Winding Wheel on Thursday 27th September, please get your WI ideas in to make this a fantastic event.
Closing remarks – Chrissie summed up the morning activities and reminded members to collect any stationary, calendars, diaries etc at lunchtime and look at the stalls in the annex building the Elvaston and Cromford rooms.  Apologies received from Thomas Spencer today who was our surprise guest singer today due to a family emergency.
LUNCH

AFTERNOON SESSION – welcomed back by Federation Chairman Chrissie Booth
ANNE HALE CRAFT CUP – A Hand Embroidered Card for any occasion – Margaret Brown Judge was introduced and gave a résumé of the quality of the cards and a few tips for future entries.  The winner was Serena Turnbull of Mickleover WI, 2nd place Lorraine Marples Barlow, Newbold and District WI and 3rd place Eileen Clarke of Hulland & District WI.  Serena was presented with the Anne Hale Trophy.  Thanks were given to Margaret for her judging and was presented with a gift.
RAFFLE:  The winners were announced by Judy Stanhope, Chief Steward, which included a styling brush, Dolce & Gabbana jewellery case, OPI nail varnish, etc. Chrissie thanked Judy.  Prizes to be collected after meeting.
HOME ECONOMICS COMPETITION – a jar of lemon curd.  The competition was judged by Nancy Hawksworth.  Nancy was introduced by Fay Rumley Chairman of Home Economics Committee.  Lots entries and Nancy gave a few tips what she was looking for in the presentation and quality.  Winner was Bridget Siddall of Barlow, Newbold & District, 2nd place Repton WI and third place Kate Morris of Charlesworth WI. Nancy was thanked by Fay and presented with some flowers.
ACWW & INTERNATIONAL – Sam Hall – Monday 20th November is the next Midlands Supporters ay here at Derbyshire House and November 28th at Glossop please support them. Don’t forget we are still collecting stamps, foreign coins as well as sterling.  Collecting today in a milk churn, as raising money to buy cows for families to become self sufficient. Sam was thanked by Chrissie Booth.
DENMAN DIP – Barbara Bailey announced there will be 2 bursaries today.  The two winners; Maureen Edwards of Asterdale WI and Jane Latham of Sudbury WI.  Barbara announced that £1,100 had been raised selling the scarves which is fantastic and thanked all her helpers today.  Barbara was thanked by Chrissie Booth.
DFWI Monthly Prize Draw – drawn by Liz Carr guest speaker. First prize £100 No. 85 Lynda Breese, Bamford WI, second £35 No. 442 Julie Kirk of Barlborough & Clowne WI, third £20 No.33 Marjorie Ashford, Wessington & Brackenfield WI and fourth £15 No. 51, Jean Rowbotham, South Wingfield WI.  Congratulations to the winners. 
GUEST SPEAKER: – Chrissie Booth introduced Liz Carr, who gave us an insight to her growing up with the difficulties of a disability and the trials and tribulation s of this.  Liz talked about how being on television in Silent Witness had changed her life and how people see her.  She always wanted to be an actress as she liked the attention and her first role was the Cowardly Lion in the Wizard of Oz at primary school.  Difficult to rely on people when you are disabled and she said she had her first electric wheel chair when she went to university and this really changed her life for the better as she was more independent.  She is loving her role as Clarissa Mallory in Silent Witness and feels her part is growing now as she has an on screen husband which she had some input into!  It wasn’t until she was in her forties that she got married to her wife Jo who is with her today.  Liz is concentrating on doing some writing of plays and comedy ate moment and recently appeared at the Edinburgh Festival doing stand-up comedy.
Liz took a couple of questions from members and was thanked by Judy Stanhope, Trustee.
ANY OTHER BUSINESS – None

FINAL REMARKS – Chrissie thanked the Trustees, DFWI staff, Chief Stewards Judy Stanhope and Liz Neale, stewards from Ambergate and Risley WIs and Briz Valley for selling raffle tickets.  The staff at the Riverside, Christine Gardner for doing the PowerPoint presentation and everyone else who made the day a success.  
Annual Council Meeting at Chesterfield next year will be held on Tuesday 6th March at the Winding Wheel, with guest speakers Joanna Trollope OBE novelist and Steve Cooke, of the BBC2’s Eggheads, quiz show.
Stewards for the Annual Council Meeting will be from Dronfield, Holymoorside and Tupton WIs.

Diane McHarg and Sheila Berry Vice Chairmen, thanked Chrissie for chairing the meeting today.
GOD SAVE THE QUEEN 
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