Women’s Rough Sleeping Census.
Our campaign, A Home for Every Woman, is rooted in one simple truth: women's homelessness is often hidden.
Many women experiencing homelessness are not sleeping on the streets. Instead, they are sofa surfing, staying in unsafe or temporary accommodation, or remaining with abusive partners because they have nowhere else to go. As a result, thousands of women never appear in official homelessness statistics, making it harder to understand the true scale of the problem and ensure the right support is available.
To help change this, the WI is supporting efforts to improve the evidence around women's homelessness. We are working alongside organisations including Crisis and Solace Women's Aid, who lead the Women's Rough Sleeping Census. This census helps local authorities better identify and understand women experiencing rough sleeping and hidden homelessness, ensuring they can plan services that reflect women's experiences.
Before our national campaign launches, we are asking every WI to contact its local authority to find out whether it is taking part in the Women's Rough Sleeping Census. If it is not, we encourage members to ask the council to consider participating. By taking this simple action, WI members can help shine a light on hidden homelessness in their own communities and ensure that more women are seen, counted and supported.


[Date]
Dear [Council Leader / Chief Executive / Head of Housing],
Re: Women's Rough Sleeping Census
I am writing on behalf of [Name of WI], part of the National Federation of Women's Institutes.
Our members are supporting the WI's new national campaign, A Home for Every Woman, which seeks to raise awareness of homelessness among women and girls and encourage action to prevent it.
We know that many women experiencing homelessness are not visible in traditional rough sleeping counts. Women are more likely to be hidden from view, staying with friends, sleeping in cars, remaining in abusive relationships or avoiding public places because of concerns for their safety. This means many women are not identified and may miss out on the support they need.
We understand that Solace Women's Aid coordinates the Women's Rough Sleeping Census, which provides local authorities with an opportunity to gather more accurate information about women experiencing rough sleeping and hidden homelessness.
We would be grateful if you could let us know:
· Whether your authority is taking part in the Women's Rough Sleeping Census.
· If not, whether you would consider participating in future rounds of the census to help improve understanding of women's homelessness locally.
We believe that better data leads to better services, and that ensuring women are properly recognised within homelessness statistics is an important step towards preventing homelessness and providing effective support.
Thank you for considering our request. We look forward to hearing from you.
Yours sincerely,
[Name]
[Position within WI]
[WI Name]

