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Campaign overview  

Violence Against Women (VAW) is a systematic abuse of women’s essential human rights 
and a form of discrimination against women.  It is both a cause and a consequence of 
inequality.  Social attitudes towards both women and girls and VAW seek to excuse VAW and 
shift responsibility from perpetrators to the victims.    

The NFWI has been campaigning for the elimination of VAW since 2008; raising awareness 
of the nature, extent and impact of all forms of VAW. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prevalence of VAW  

 Every year three million women across the UK experience VAW, which includes 
domestic violence but also rape, forced marriage, sexual exploitation and other forms 
of abuse and harassment. 

 One in four women in Wales will experience domestic violence at the hands of a 
partner during their lives. 

 150,000 women in Wales will suffer some form of gender-based violence. 
 Two women are murdered every week by their partner or ex partner. 
 One incident of domestic violence is reported to the police every minute. 
 Every year over 300,000 women are sexually assaulted and 60,000 women are 

raped. 
 It is estimated that as many as 6,500 girls are at risk of female genital mutilation 

within the UK every year. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Since 2012, NFWI-Wales has worked with Joyce 
Watson AM, Assembly Member for Mid and West 
Wales to engage male ambassadors in speaking 
out against male violence against women during 
the 16 Days of Activism against Gender Violence 
(25 November to 10 December) and to spread the 
message that violence against women is 
unacceptable and will not to be tolerated. 
Engaging with boys and men is crucial in 
challenging the inequalities and attitudes that 
cause violence against women.   

WIs across the country have taken part by 
recruiting local male groups and decision-makers 
to pledge their support to never commit, condone 
or remain silent about violence against women.  

By signing the Not in my Name pledge and 
wearing a white ribbon, men across the country 
can send out a powerful message – that domestic 
abuse is never acceptable, should never be 
ignored and must never be excused.   

 

 

 

 

 



 

The 16 Days of Activism Against Gender Violence is an international campaign that starts on 
25 November, International Day for the Elimination of Violence against Women and ends on 
10 December, Human Rights Day. The campaign hopes to raise awareness about gender-
based violence as a human rights issue at the local, national, regional and international level.  

 

White Ribbon Campaign (WRC) 

The WRC is the largest effort in the world of men working to end men's violence against 
women.  The white ribbon is a symbol of men’s opposition to male violence against women. 
Wearing a white ribbon is a personal pledge never to commit, condone or remain silent 
about violence against women.  Annually, men and boys are encouraged to  wear a ribbon for 
one or two weeks, starting on November 25, the International Day for the Eradication of 
Violence Against Women and International White Ribbon Day. 

 

White Ribbon Logo Competition 

As part of the 2017 Not in My Name campaign, NFWI-Wales has set up 
a competition for members to make a White Ribbon logo in any craft 
medium (including art). The competition presents an opportunity for 
members to show off their many talents. The possibilities are endless! 

Further information:- https://www.thewi.org.uk/wi-in-wales/news-
and-events/2017-not-in-my-name-competition-white-ribbon-logo 

 
 

Candlelight vigil – 21 November 2017 
 
NFWI-Wales and Joyce Watson AM will be holding a Candlelight Vigil outside the Senedd 
building in Cardiff Bay on Tuesday, 21 November to mark White Ribbon Day.  WI members 
are encouraged to take part in the Vigil to show solidarity with victims of VAW across the 
world and to spread the message that VAW  is unacceptable and will not be tolerated.  
Further information will be available in due course. 
 

Last November’s event was well supported by WI members from Gwent, Glamorgan, Powys 
Brecknock and Powys Radnor as well as stakeholders including Gwent Police, South Wales 
Police, South Wales Fire and Rescue, third sector representatives from the VAW sector, 
UNISON Cymru and the Anti-Slavery Co-ordinator. 

 



Other ideas for action during the 16 Days of Activism 

 Recruit ambassadors 
 
Start approaching potential male ambassadors and groups to get involved in Not in 
my Name and arrange to meet with them to speak about the Campaign. Contact 
individuals and groups in your community such as:- 
- Local young farmers’ clubs and farming unions; 
- male voice choirs, rotary and lions clubs; 
- rugby, football and others local sports clubs; and 
- Businesses and other employers in your area. 

Do you have a celebrity in your area who could add their voice to the campaign and 
help raise awareness of this important issue? 

 Make white ribbons to donate to the groups / ambassadors you have recruited. 
 

 Organise a photo opportunity of the male ambassadors holding / signing the 
poster 
 

 Establish links with local authorities (a number have or are working towards 
gaining White Ribbon accreditation) and other women’s groups in your areas such as 
Women’s Aid and Hafan Cymru to organise joint awareness raising activities. 
 

 Issue a joint press statement and use social media to promote your activities.  
Tweet @womensinstitute and use the hashtag #NotinmyName  
 

 Keep NFWI-Wales updated on any local action that you will be taking part.    

2016 Case Studies 

Ceredigion  

Fifty people attended a Candlelight Vigil organised by Ceredigion Federation in Aberystwyth.  
Mark Williams MP spoke at the event. The Vigil was well supported by domestic abuse 
support services in Aberystwyth and was also attended by Bronwen Morgan, Chief Executive 
of Ceredigion County Council, Council Leader Ellen ap Gwynn and Lord Mayor Brendan 
Somers attended the Vigil. Placards promoting the White Ribbon Campaign were made and 
donations raised during the evening were presented to the local refuge by the Federation 
Chair. 

Gwent    

The Federation organised its annual Light a Candle Service in St Mary’s Priory Church, Usk 
on 25 November.  

Gwynedd Caernarfon 

The Conwy Valley Group of WIs held a Candlelight Vigil outside St John's Church in 
Llandudno on 22 November.  

In the weeks leading up to the vigil 
several male groups signed posters 
and sent photographs (wearing white 
ribbons), including the Beulah Brass 
Band, Cor Alaw, Llanfairfechan and 
Penmaenmawr and Llandudno 
Rotary Clubs, Llandudno RFC, 
Penmaenmawr Town Council, Plas y 
Brenin Mountain Group and the 
Parochial Church Council of Holy 
Trinity Church, Llandudno.  
                                                                         Llandudno RFC 



Gwynedd Meirionnydd 

Members made white ribbons which were worn by Côr Meibion Ardudwy Male Voice Choir 
at a local concert in the Neuadd Goffa, Talsarnau on 25 November. Their conductor 
explained to the audience the significance of the campaign and male members of the 
audience also wore ribbons. The federation organised this jointly with Llanfair WI whose 
members attended the concert to raise awareness about the Campaign.    

Pembrokeshire 

The Federation dedicated its Council Meeting in November to 
promoting the Not in my Name Campaign and asked all their 
guests to sign the pledge. A leaflet was produced and distributed 
to every member in attendance. 

All members were encouraged to put a poster in their windows 
and a candle during the week of activism in November.   

Members from Narberth WI handed out white ribbons in the 
town to raise awareness of the Campaign. 

Powys Brecknock 

The Federation secured the support of Brecon Ford (for the fifth year) and Brecon Bowling 
Club.     

                 

Powys Montgomery 

Information was circulated to all councillors of Welshpool and Newtown Town Councils. The 
Mayor of Newtown, Richard Edwards, became an ambassador, as did his Town Clerk and 
Deputy Town Clerk.  Welshpool Rotary Club pledged support and the Federation raised 
awareness about the campaign at Welshpool Livestock Market. 

Powys Radnor 

Members of Whitton Bowling Club signed the Not in my Name poster.  

Sir Gâr/Carmarthenshire  

The Federation organised a Candlelight Vigil in Carmarthen on 
24 November in partnership with Citizens Advice, Hafan Cymru, 
Carmarthenshire VAWDASV, Victim Support and Soroptimist 
International. This was the fifth year for the WI to be involved in 
organising a Vigil and over 170 people took part. Supporters 
walked from St Catherine’s Walk to the Guildhall steps where 
candles and white flowers were placed.  Two choirs performed 
and the fire service attended with a fire engine decorated with 
white ribbons. Speeches were made by Joyce Watson AM, 
Councillor Wyn Thomas, Rhian Bowen-Davies, Chief 
Superintendent Steve Cockwell from Dyfed Powys Police and 
Nadia Salaman whose sister was murdered by her ex partner in 



2013.  Men and boys were invited to sign the Purple Pledge Book. The Federation provided 
the refreshments. 

Members are supportive in providing donations of money and items throughout the year for 
the refuges in Carmarthen. 

2016 Prose Competition Winner 

Congratulations to Therese Casemore, Llandogo WI, Gwent Federation on winning the Not 
in my Name prose competition.   

What is a man? 
As an average man I am physically 
more powerful than the average 
woman. 
Because I am male, I could always 
beat her. 
But I was taught - 
"Just because you can, make sure you 
don't" 
because you are a MAN! 
Violence toward women? 
NOT IN MY NAME!                                                               

                                                                         
Therese Casemore with Ann Jones, Chair of NFWI-Wales 

Resources for members 

 Not in my Name Poster. 
 Not in my Name digital story. 
 Powerpoint presentation. 
 Template letter. 
 Information flyer. 
 Support services for victims of violence and abuse - 

http://livefearfree.gov.wales/how-to-get-help/i-need-help/domestic-abuse-and-
sexual-violence/?lang=en 

These resources can be downloaded from the Moodle and the WI website:- 
http://www.thewi.org.uk/wi-in-wales/current-campaigns/no-more-violence-against-women 

Additional resources such as posters and white ribbons are available from the White Ribbon 
Campaign at http://www.whiteribboncampaign.co.uk/ 

Further information 

National Federation of Women’s Institutes-Wales 

19 Cathedral Road, Cardiff CF11 9HA 

Tel:  029 2022 1712 

E-mail: s.thomas@nfwi-wales.org.uk 

Website: http://www.thewi.org.uk/wi-in-wales 
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