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WI Great Food Debate examines the challenges of food security 

 
A Great Food Debate organised by the National Federation of Women’s Institutes-

Wales will take place in Tŷ Hywel, National Assembly for Wales on Wednesday, 16 

January 2013 bringing together WI members and representatives from the food, 

farming and environment sectors to discuss, share information and debate the broad 

challenges of food security.  The event will be held from 6pm – 8pm.   

 

Alun Davies AM, Deputy Minister for Agriculture, Food, Fisheries & European  

Programmes will set out his vision for food security in a changing world.  NFWI  

Public Affairs Committee Chair Marylyn Haines Evans will introduce NFWI’s work  

programme on food security and the Institute for Public Policy Research (IPPR)  

discussion  paper Food for Thought commissioned by the NFWI to examine the  

issues around  food security.  Panel  speakers include Dr Nick Fenwick , Director of  

Agricutural Policy, Farmers’ Union of  Wales; Patrick Holden CBE, organic farmer in  

West Wales and Professor Terry Marsden, Director of the Sustainable Places  

Research Institute, Cardiff University. 

  

The competing pressures and demands on the global food system are a major  

challenge for policy-makers worlwide. The global population is predicted to rise to 9 

billion by 2050 with demand for food increasing while competition for  

land, energy and water intensifies. 

 

Margaret Lloyd Jones, Chair of the NFWI-Wales, said: 

 

"Food security is a concern for everyone yet to date, there has been little  

public conversation about the issues despite the key role that consumers can 

play and the personal impact that decisions about our food and farming  



systems have on consumers. Food security presents a major global challenge and 

it's important that the consumer isn't left behind given the growing – and in some  

cases potentially catastrophic – challenges across the globe.  

“We all have a duty to stand up, acknowledge the pressing issues that face us, and 

finally take responsibility for the food so many of us take for granted to ensure that 

the choices we make now do not penalise generations in the future.  Now is the time 

to really encourage everyone to engage in the debate, to examine the roles and 

responsibilities of all individuals, governments and organisations in addressing the 

challenges, and to build a wider understanding of the issues at a local, national and 

global level.” 

During 2013, WI members will be holding regional debates across the country to 

consider the complex issues surrounding food security, consider what action 

individuals can take and examine how we can all ensure that people have a safe, 

sustainable and nutritious supply of food, both in the UK and globally.   

 

ENDS 
 
For further information or to interview Margaret Lloyd Jones, Chair of NFWI-Wales or 
Marylyn Haines Evans, Chair of NFWI’s Public Affairs Committee, please contact: 
Sarah Thomas on 029 2022 1712 or s.thomas@nfwi-wales.org.uk 
 
Journalists wishing to attend the Great Food Debate must register in advance by contacting 
Sarah Thomas. 
 

Notes to editors 
 
1. The WI is the largest voluntary women’s organisation in the UK with more than 210,000 

members in around 6,660 WIs. In Wales there are 16,000 members belonging to about 
500 WIs.  It plays a unique role in enabling women to develop new skills, giving them 
opportunities to campaign on issues that matter to them and their communities, and 
provides wide-ranging activities for members to get involved in. For further information 
please visit www.theWI.org.uk  

 
2.  The Great Food Debate in Cardiff is one of three national debates being organised by the 

NFWI.  The first event to launch the campaign was held in York on 6 December and a 
further event will be held in London in February. 

 
3. Last year, NFWI commissioned the Institute for Public Policy Research to produce a  

discussion paper Food for Thought: Global and National Challenges of Food Security.  
The discussion paper can be downloaded from the link below:- 

 
http://www.thewi.org.uk/__documents/public-affairs/food-security/food-for-though-
global-and-national-challenges-of-food-security 

 
 


