
Activities
Besides the regular monthly meetings, members may also get
together for additional activities such as craft sessions, dra-
ma group, choir, book club or walks. They can also get involved
in community events and projects. And there’s more! The
Federation organises a wide range of events. Details are with
your secretary every month.

The WI is non-party-political,
non-sectarian and democratic, following

principles of truth, tolerance, fellowship and
justice.

LANCASHIRE FEDERATION OF WOMEN’S
INSTITUTES

What’s It all about?
What every new WI member

wants to know

The WI is non-party-political,
non-sectarian and democratic, following

principles of truth, tolerance, fellowship and
justice.

Objects
The main purposes of the Women’s Institute organisation are
to enable women who are interested in issues associated with
rural life, including arts, crafts and sciences, to improve and
develop conditions of rural life, to advance their education in
citizenship, in public questions both national and internation-
al, in music, drama and other cultural subjects and in all
branches of agriculture, handicrafts, home economics, health
and social welfare. It seeks to give to women the opportunity
of working together through the Women’s Institute organisa-
tion, and of putting into practice those ideals for which it
stands.

Beginnings
It began when Adelaide Hoodless addressed a meeting of
women at Stoney Creek in Canada in 1897. It came to Britain
on 16th September 1915 with the first WI meeting at
Llanfairpwll, Anglesey.

Structure
The WI has a threefold structure – the National Federation
(NFWI), 70 County and Island Federations, and individual WIs
of which there are about 6800 with over 200,000 members. In
our Lancashire Federation (LFWI) there are about 140 WIs.
The membership subscription is divided 3 ways – your WI
keeps 43.5%, the LFWI receives 21% and 35% goes to the
NFWI

Campaigning
Over the years the WI has campaigned on a wide range of
issues that matter to women and their communities, including
Equal Pay in 1942, Breast Cancer Screening in 1975, Aids in
1986, Farmgate Milk Prices in 2005 and excessive Food Pack-
aging in 2006. Recent campaigns include Climate Change, End-
ing Violence against Women, Renewable Energy and Community
Hospitals. Campaigns are initiated as a result of resolutions
passed at the national AGM.



Denman College
Denman College is the WI’s own Residential Adult Education
College near Oxford and was named after the first NFWI
chairman, Lady Denman. It is a graceful Georgian house set in
17 acres of beautiful grounds. Every year over 6000 students
from all over England and Wales attend some 500 short cours-
es to develop new skills and knowledge, start a new hobby or
purely for pleasure.

^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^
Some jargon explained

AGM (Annual General Meeting)
A meeting of NFWI open to all members. It is held annually during the first
week in June, alternating between the Royal Albert Hall and other large
venues around the country. Three or four WIs link together to send one
delegate to represent them at the meeting and to vote on resolutions
according to their instructions.

Annual meeting
The WI meeting at which the retiring committee present a statement of
accounts and a report of the work of the year and the committee and
officers are elected for the coming year.

ACWW
Associated Country Women of the World - A world-wide organisation of
country women’s societies to which the NFWI belongs.

Bursary An amount of money set aside by a WI to be awarded to a
member to be used for educational purposes such as a course at Denman
College or Alston Hall.

Council Meeting
A meeting of the Executive Committee of the Federation attended by
delegates of all the WIs in the Federation and by other members who
wish to attend. The LFWI holds two Council Meetings each year – the An-
nual Council Meeting in the spring and an Autumn Council Meet

Delegate
A WI member who attends a meeting and votes according to the instruc-
tions which the WI has given. She should report back to her WI and is
entitled to reasonable out-of-pocket expenses.

MCS
The Membership Communication System is a database of WI members.
Members need to be on this database to receive “WI Life” so it is impor-
tant that this is kept up-to-date.

Officers
Those who hold office in your WI – President, Vice-president, Treasurer
and Secretary.

Resolution
A positive statement of opinion on current issues put forward for consider-
ation at a meeting. A resolution calls for action, and should therefore deal
with one subject only, and be clearly worded so that a straight vote can be
taken on it.
WI Adviser
WI Advisers are trained and appointed by the NFWI to promote policy
within their own Federation and to ensure that members know what oppor-
tunities are available and help them to make the most of their subscription.

LFWI, 7/9 Croston House, Lancashire Business Park,
Centurion Way, Leyland, PR26 6TU.

Tel: 01772 459020 email: admin@lfwi.org.uk
www.thewi.org.uk/lancashire
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