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Introduction  

1. Gender based violence among children and young people in 

Wales and its impact 
 

2. A public health approach to the prevention of GBV  

 

3. ‘What works to prevent gender based violence?’   
 

4. Challenges for the Welsh Government and Senedd 



Domestic abuse and age 

• The Crime Survey for England and 

Wales (CSEW) year ending March 2020 

showed that women aged 16 to 19 

years were significantly more likely to 

be victims of any domestic abuse in the 

last year than women aged 25 years 

and over (Figure 4). 

 

• For men, there were few significant 

differences by age, however, those 

aged 55 to 74 years were less likely to 

be victims of domestic abuse in the last 

year than those in most other age 

groups. 

Source – ONS, 2020 



COVID and Gender Based Violence  

• Significant concern throughout the pandemic about violence in the home, UN 

introducing term “shadow pandemic”  
 

• March 2021 – found an increase in young people (under 18 and 18-24) 

attending A&E Departments in South Wales for domestic abuse-related 
assault 
 

• Spring and Summer terms 2021, violence monitoring from multiple sources 

(schools and police) indicating increases in violence among children and 
young people  
 

• April- July 2021, identified significant increase in assault attendances at A&E 

Departments where the reporting location was school or school bus.   



• UN Women UK found that 86% of young women (18-24) had been sexually 
harassed in a public space  
 

• Review of sexual harassment and abuse in schools and colleges in England reported 
by Ofsted in June 2021 – found concerning levels of sexual harassment and abuse 
in schools 

 
• 91 Welsh schools named on ‘Everyone’s Invited’ site which publishes anon 

allegations of sexual harassment  
 
• Estyn have announce a review into sexual harassment in Welsh schools will go 

ahead  

 

Sexual Harassment in Schools and Public Spaces  



Impact of gender based violence  

• Well documented in scientific literature  

 

• Short and long term health consequences – across the life course and inter-
generationally   

 

• Physical, reproductive, sexual and psychological consequences 

• Trauma and PTSD 

• Fatal outcomes – homicide and suicide   

 

• Burden on health, social care and criminal justice services and society 

more broadly 



Why is violence a public health issue?  

• Violence has a significant impact on health 
 

• Violence is both a cause and a consequence of inequality 
 

• Violence is predictable and preventable 
 

• The tools and approaches used in public health can be used to 

complement existing criminal justice and specialist service responses, 

skills and expertise   

 



What is a public health approach to VAWDASV 
prevention?   

• Systematic approach to the prevention of VAWDASV 

  

• Whole system and multi-agency approach, co-produced by partners 

and communities  

 

• Preventative and focused on the root causes of VAWDASV 

 

• Data-led and evidence-based - led by epidemiological analysis and 

scientific knowledge of ‘what works’ 

 

• Empowering and asset-based  
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High Level Findings  

• Complex and extensive project – range of effective practice which 

provides a strong position to inform the VAWDASV strategy refresh  

 

• Prevention of VAWDASV is increasingly feasible and effective  
 

• Wealth of evidence on the prevention of VAWDASV with new 

evidence of effective practice emerging all the time  
 

• Stand-alone interventions unlikely to work but should be seen as 

part of an ‘eco-system’ of interventions which seek to prevent 

VAWDASV through a whole-system approach  

 



An ‘eco-system’ of VAWDASV prevention  
 

1. Programmes with a strong evidence base should be developed for a Welsh 
 context and delivered and evaluated at scale. These include: 

 

• Programmes that prevent VAWDASV through transforming harmful gender norms 
(i.e. Real Consent, Coaching Boys into Men) in colleges, schools, sports clubs, online, 
universities 

 

• Programmes in schools to prevent VAWDASV (including ADV) (i.e. Safe Dates, Real 
Consent, Shifting Boundaries, Stepping Stones) using healthy relationships 
knowledge and skill development, and bystander training, as part of a peer-led, 
whole-school approach 

 

• Invest in the development of evidence-based bystander training in schools, 
colleges, universities and communities (i.e. Green Dot, Intervention Initiative, Active 
Bystander Communities)   



An ‘eco-system’ of VAWDASV prevention (cont. )   

2.  Develop, pilot and evaluate interventions with a promising evidence base including: 
• web and ICT based interventions 

• theatre interventions 

• empowerment approaches 

• social norms marketing campaigns 

• night time economy interventions (bystander training for staff and campaigns)  

 

3.  Continue to invest in and evaluate early intervention in healthcare, and scale up of 
 evidence based practice i.e. IRIS  

4.  Evaluate the impact of policy and legislation on VAWDASV prevention including 
 alcohol policy and VAWDASV policy 

5.  Fund research into interventions with a limited evidence base or gaps in the evidence 
 including workplace interventions, the implementation of preventative programmes 
 with diverse communities, exploitation and trafficking, VAWDASV among older age 
 groups and so-called honour based abuse. 

 

 

 



Challenges for the new Welsh Government and Senedd 

• Commitment and investment for prevention  
 

• Recognition of VAWDASV in children and young people’s own 

relationships & the systemic levels of gender based violence  
 

• Development of an eco-system of violence prevention which challenges 

gender based violence across our society   

 
• Building back from COVID using a trauma informed approach and 

developing a society that is more resilient to gender based violence  

 



  

  

Diolch Thanks 
Any Questions?  

@walesvpu 
 
lara.snowdon@wales.nhs.uk  
 
violencepreventionwales.co.uk 

http://www.twitter.com/walesVPU
http://www.twitter.com/walesVPU
mailto:Lara.Snowdon@wales.nhs.uk
http://www.violencepreventionwales.co.uk/

