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Campaign overview  

Violence Against Women (VAW) is a systematic abuse of women’s essential human rights 
and a form of discrimination against women.  It is both a cause and a consequence of 
inequality.  Social attitudes towards both women and girls and VAW seek to excuse VAW and 
shift responsibility from perpetrators to the victims.    

The NFWI has been campaigning for the elimination of VAW since 2008; raising awareness 
of the nature, extent and impact of all forms of VAW. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prevalence of VAW  

 It is estimated that, every year, around three million women across the UK 
experience VAW, which includes domestic violence but also rape, forced marriage, 
sexual exploitation and other forms of abuse and harassment. 

 One in four women in Wales will experience domestic violence at the hands of a 
partner during their lives. 

 Each year, 150,000 women in Wales will suffer some form of gender-based violence. 
 Two women are murdered every week by their partner or ex partner. 
 One incident of domestic violence is reported to the police every minute. 
 Every year over 300,000 women are sexually assaulted and 60,000 women are 

raped. 
 It is estimated that approximately 137,000 women and girls who have undergone 

FGM live in England and Wales. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Since 2012, NFWI-Wales has worked with Joyce 
Watson AM, Assembly Member for Mid and West 
Wales to engage male ambassadors in speaking 
out against male violence against women during 
the 16 Days of Activism against Gender-Based 
Violence (25 November to 10 December) and to 
spread the message that violence against women 
is unacceptable and will not to be tolerated. 
Engaging with boys and men is crucial in 
challenging the inequalities and attitudes that 
cause violence against women.   

WIs across the country have taken part by 
recruiting local male groups and decision-makers 
to pledge their support to never commit, condone 
or remain silent about violence against women.  

By signing the Not in my Name pledge and 
wearing a white ribbon, men across the country 
can send out a powerful message – that domestic 
abuse is never acceptable, should never be 
ignored and must never be excused.   

 

 

 

 

 



 

The 16 Days of Activism Against Gender-Based Violence is an international campaign that 
starts on 25 November, International Day for the Elimination of Violence against Women 
and ends on 10 December, Human Rights Day. The campaign aims to raise awareness about 
gender-based violence as a human rights issue at local, national, regional and international 
level.  

 

White Ribbon Campaign 

The White Ribbon Campaign is the largest effort in the world of men working to end men's 
violence against women.  The white ribbon is a symbol of men’s opposition to male violence 
against women. Wearing a white ribbon is a personal pledge never to commit, condone or 
remain silent about violence against women.  Annually, men and boys are encouraged to  
wear a ribbon for one or two weeks, starting on 25 November, the International Day for the 
Elimination of Violence Against Women and International White Ribbon Day. 

 

Ideas for actions 
 

Take part in the White Ribbon Keyring Competition 

As part of the 2018 Not in My Name campaign, NFWI-Wales has set up 
a competition for members to create a keyring promoting the campaign. 

The deadline for entries is 31 July 2018. Competition guidelines are 
available to download here: 
https://www.thewi.org.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0020/282341/Guidelines-
Canllawiau.pdf 
 

Attend the Candlelight Vigil in the Senedd 20 November 2018 
 
NFWI-Wales and Joyce Watson AM will be holding a Candlelight Vigil outside the Senedd in 
Cardiff Bay on Tuesday, 20 November to mark White Ribbon Day.  WI members are 
encouraged to take part in the Vigil to show solidarity with victims of VAW across the world 
and to spread the message that VAW is unacceptable and will not be tolerated.  Further 
information will be published on social media and the website:- 
https://www.thewi.org.uk/wi-in-wales/current-campaigns/no-more-violence-against-
women 
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 Organise your own Candlelight Vigil or another awareness-raising event 
 
A number of federations have been organising their own vigils. Last year, vigils took place in 
Aberystwyth, Carmarthen, Harlech, Dolgellau and Llandudno.   
 
Why not establish links with local authorities (a number have or are working towards 
gaining White Ribbon accreditation) and other women’s groups in your area such as 
Women’s Aid and Hafan Cymru to organise joint awareness-raising activities? 

 
Recruit male ambassadors 
 
Approach potential male ambassadors and groups to get involved in Not in my 
Name and arrange to meet with them to speak about the Campaign. Contact individuals and 
groups in your community such as:- 

- Local young farmers’ clubs and farming unions; 
- male voice choirs, rotary and lions clubs; 
- rugby, football and others local sports clubs; and 
- Businesses and other employers in your area. 

Do you have a celebrity in your area who could add their voice to the campaign and help 
raise awareness of this important issue? 

 Make white ribbons to donate to the groups / ambassadors you have recruited. 
 

 Organise a photo opportunity of male ambassadors holding / signing the poster. 
 
Promote your activities 
 

 Issue a press relase and use social media to promote your activities.  Tweet 
@NFWIWales and use the hashtag #VAWNotinmyName  
 

 Keep NFWI-Wales updated on any local action that you will be taking part.    

2017 Case Studies  

Ceredigion Federation organised a 
Candlelight Vigil in Aberystwyth on 24 
November. Thirty five members met 
outside Aberystwyth Railway Station and 
were joined by Ben Lake MP, Aberystwyth 
Mayor Steve Davies, and Ceredigion County 
Council Leader Ellen ap Gwynn.  The event 
was also supported by 2 local Police 
Officers, a representative from the local Fire 
station and representatives from West 
Wales abuse service. After a eloquent and 
moving speech by Ben Lake MP, the 
federation was delighted that he became an 
ambassador for the campaign. A collection was made for the local West Wales abuse service. 
Supporters proceeded to walk down to the promenade where again they stood promoting 
Not in my Name. 

Aberporth WI held an afternoon meeting outside the Guildhall in Cardigan on 24 
November. They stood speaking to members of the public explaining the meaning of the 
White Ribbon campaign and handed out white ribbons made by members. 
 
Whitchurch WI produced White Ribbon business cards which were given to all members 
along with white ribbons to hand out to men in their family.  The front of the card included 
the White Ribbon pledge to never commit, condone or remain silent about domestic abuse 
and the back included facts about violence against women. 
 



The Conwy Valley Group of WIs held a Candlelight vigil outside St John's Church in 
Mostyn Street, Llandudno on 30 November. Prior to the vigil, WIs handed out leaflets and 
white ribbons to male members of the public.  An exhibition was also organised in 
partnership with  Aberconwy Domestic Abuse Service. 

Exhibition in Llandudno    Penlan Indoor Bowls 
 
Powys Brecknock Federation secured the support of Penlan Indoor Bowls Club.  A 
Public Affairs evening was held on 29 November to promote the Campaign. 
 
Sir Fôn/Anglesey Federation distributed White Ribbons to local groups.  Three WI’s 
took part in lighting candles during November.  Llanfairpwll WI discussed the campaign 
at their November meeting. 
 
2017 White Ribbon Logo Competition Winner 
 
Congratulations to Jenny Keal, Aberedw WI, Powys Radnor for her winning entry of white 
ribbon earrings and a pendant made from polymer clay and silver.  Second place was 
awarded to Joan Mallett, Bryn WI, Sir Gâr/Carmarthenshire for her calligraphy and third 
place was awarded to Annette Beattie, Felinfach WI, Ceredigion for her machine embroidery.       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Winning entry 



  

                Second place     Third place 

Resources for members 

 Not in my Name Poster. 
 Not in my Name digital story. 
 Powerpoint presentation.  
 Template letter. 
 Information flyer. 
 Support services for victims of violence and abuse - 

http://livefearfree.gov.wales/how-to-get-help/i-need-help/domestic-abuse-and-
sexual-violence/?lang=en 

These resources can be downloaded from My WI and the website:- 
http://www.thewi.org.uk/wi-in-wales/current-campaigns/no-more-violence-against-women 

Additional resources such as posters and white ribbons are available from the White Ribbon 
Campaign at http://www.whiteribboncampaign.co.uk/ 

Further information 

National Federation of Women’s Institutes-Wales 

19 Cathedral Road, Cardiff CF11 9HA 

Tel:  029 2022 1712 

E-mail: s.thomas@nfwi-wales.org.uk 

Website: http://www.thewi.org.uk/wi-in-wales 
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