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On Thursday 13th November
From 10 am for coffee then 10.30 am to 3.30pm
Cost £32.50 including lunch

Cookery demonstration
"Festive Taster” by Sue

I
. oo  Fairhurst in the morning
Flower Arranging
Demonstration "Christmas \

Glitz & Glamour” by David
Ryland, National Judge &
Demenstrator for NAFAS,

in the afternoon

Booking start date 1%
September, closing date 24™
October, please quote code
15&13&;




Closing Date for booking this JOIN US FOR AN Arre

event is 23 September! TAK G TEA Wiy | e OON
Please register with your NEIL H ANSON
booking the competition items f}’_fff-*}”’”ﬂa o
that you will be bringing onthe "/ 7
day, by that date also.

Cp

The competition will be judged while
the food demonstration, afternoon tea
and Talk are happening.

Don't worry about staging and
presentation we have small fables
for each WI's entries.

You don't have to bring the
maximum four items per WI (four
separate categories)...

but the WI prize will be the

most points (20 points per entry
marking) achieved per WI.
There's a Best in show award for each category too.

And, of course the makers of the competition entries don't have to attend, along
with their Wl attendees. But it is nice fo see your entry and result against the
competition!

There's a Best in show award for each category too.

You CAN of course just attend the day just for the demaonstration, tea and talk,
and there is no entry fee for the competition. Neil will have some books to sell
and sign any copies you already have. The raffie prizes will be Julie's Culinary
Creations!

We are doing this activity on a Saturday to allow the many of us who have busy weeks (and
are still working or caring) to enjoy a bit of Wl fun.
Go on , come along as it's a super event!

You already have the bocking details and a paper form [Booking Reference 25A5Han ), and you can
ring or emdil Helen NYWFWI Secretory fo book too - don't forget fo say what competition entres you
are bringing,

01765 6046337 nywiwi2d4@gmail.com Office closed Monday and Wednesday



For our Saturday Talk about The Inn at The Top wmith Neil
Hanson and Julie Clarke’s Food demonstration.....

you DON'T have to enter the competition to come along.

But we do like a bit of crafty competitiveness !!

PUB THEMED COMPETITION SCHEDULE

SATURDAY 11th OCTORER 2025
Gargrave Village Hall

Detais

Using the recipe sent out in fhe July
ond September mailing the recipe
1 Cider Apple Coke makes 2 x 1o loof cokes. Flease
present just one cake in a loaf fin
with elther a dolley or a fin liner.

2 A Pub Style Cushion Any Style Manimum size 40 x 80cm
A promotional Poster for a
pub event in any medium
3 (Compuster Generated, Smaliest A4 largest A3
hond printed/ poinied/
Written)
‘ : Maoarmurn sze for o containsr S0cm
4 A!mll D“ph"mr““" - st be able o be iffed - No
Borels please.
Mourted onfo cord [con be
5 A pub related Photo ; i) M cize 50 £
A Hondmade Mat to protecta
& A Besr Mat surface from o beverage glass, Any
size.

Flease advise what 4 or less eniries you are bringing with Alma House by 23rd Seplember

On the Saturday please bring youwr enfries fo the hall between 12.30 and 1.15. a small table
and tablecioth per Wi will be provided for your items, bring display props if needed eg small
eosdl for picture efc. We are nof judging the group display just the individual items in their
class.

We will be using the stondard relevant Wl On With The Show 20 Foint Marking Scheme for
each class.

These will be a Best In Show for each Class

The Winning W1 will have fthe most poinis accrved across iher 4 of less enines. A new NYWFWI
Trophy is the prize




Chairman’s Notes

by Hazel Smyth web.nwyorkswi@vahoo.co.uk

A very big Thank You to Julie Clarke, the GYS Committee plus all the members (plus
partners and sons) who helped either before, during or after, contributed to the exhibits for
their efforts at the very hot Great Yorkshire Show in July.

The July/August mailing was a double month hence the volume of handouts in your pack/
email. Thank you for your feedback, we accept the small adverts were not a good idea so
have reverted to A4 Adverts — you can still use the general booking form.

If you have suggestions/comments please let me know as | often say "l can't mind read”
so if you don't tell me | won't know.

Do check out what is on offer this Autumn around the Federation. Hazel

“JT;!'H-I
LEARNING HUB

Having attended courses at Denman, | was very sad when it closed as it was such a
special place of quality learning. Though often the complaint heard was that it wasn't
central for everyone to attend, being based near Oxford.

Then the learning hub started. If you are a WI member the learning hub is free and most
courses are set for 60-90 minutes though some run for longer than one week. If you
cannot make a live course you can watch the recording on catch up over the

following week. This is also useful if you want to go back and watch the recording again to
grasp a skill. | completed the hexie cardigan course over 2 weeks but watched it again on
catch up, to check what | was doing. There are live courses, recorded courses, the
learning library and the WI roles area.

The faq link below shows you how to join and answers most questions about how to book,
join and use subtitles. You can sign up to the weekly email to keep up to date. If you
have any questions about the courses. Please get in touch via the office and | will help if |
can. Give it a go. Donna Galek, Madhatters and Ripon Belles WI

https:/flearninghub.thewi.org.uk/frequently-asked-questions/




Membership Team Report

Sue Earl Armstrong sueearlarmwiadviser@gmail.com

After careful consideration Sue Butters and I will not be able to attend physical meetings
for the time being.

Sue Butters is nursing her husband and as some of you know 1 have been diagnosed with
COPD and this is making me breathless and it is not pleasant for me or for you witnessing
this. We are still passionate about our Wls that we look after, and we are happy to take
phone calls or e mails we can always do zoom if you need a face to face.

(Going forward we have some new Advisers who recently completed the training and with
our guidance are visiting WI's in their area. Thank you for taking the time to read this noti-
fication and we wish all our Wls to contact us if they need help. Many thanks

Sue Butters and Sue Earl-Armstrong
susan.buttersizriplev@gmail.com 07758832421
sueearlarmwiadviser@gmail.com 07928714593

MEMBERSHIP EVENTS IN OCTOBER AND NOVEMBER

Tuesday 14th October from 6.30 pm to 9.00 pm at Alma House—Social Media
Forum. This forum is free to members. Come along to learn and share how social media
can help your membership and events. Booking form is in the mailing.

Saturday 15th November from 1.30 pm to 4.00 pm at Alma House—Programme
Planning Forum. This forum is free to members. Come and learn how to provide a
varied and exciting programme of events for your members, Booking form is in the
mailing,

Why not consider being a WI Adviser?

If you love the WI, like meeting people and want to share your enthusiasm with others,
then your Federation needs you!

We are looking for members to train as WI Advisers, No experience is necessary, other
than a willingness to volunteer some of your time in order to support other Wis within North
Yorkshire West Federation. We understand that members have busy lives and are
grateful for any time that you are able to volunteer. Training can be completed online in
your own time and in order to be more flexible, we arrange meetings that can be attended
via zoom. If this is something that you would like to find out more about, please get in
touch with Helen who will ask someone from the Membership Team to get in touch with
you,

Would you like a visit from your WI Adviser or one of the Trustees?

The Membership Team and Trustees are here to help make your life easier and also sup-
port those standing for positions. Would you like one of the team to attend your next Annu-
al Meeting or one of your meetings to answer any questions that you have or to find out
more about what we do? We would be happy to act as a teller at your Annual Meeting if
that would be helpful. Please do not hesitate to get in touch with Helen in the office if you
would like a visit or any further information.




Activities Update

Sara Baldwin-Cole, sarabaldwincole@outlook.com

Where has the year gone? It seems like only yesterday we were dreaming up
some new and exciting activities for 2025 and now we are again working on those for
2026. There are a lot of ideas being researched!

We are keen as always to get Federation activities out to as many areas of NYW as we
can and are always on the lookout for new venues, so do let me know of any that you think
will geographically encourage attendance to our talks, courses and workshops.

And we are also very aware that "me" time is precious, especially for those still working or
with caring responsibilities, so trying some more weekend and evening events is definitely
on our list. And the big news, (that is out of the bag....) We have our own NYWFWI|
weekend residential event next July, which we are beavering away planning as we speak -
a very exciting project ....wait for more information! Happy September! Sara.

Calling All Poets and Inspiration-Seekers! «
Daar Members,

Ba you have a favourits poem that (ifis your spirits? & guote that has guidad you through life's
ups and downs? Or parhaps you've written something yourself that others might find inspiring?

We're inviting all members to share 2 poem or inspirational guote for an upcoming featura in our
newsletter, Whether it's a3 timeless classic, @ hidden gem, or your awn ongnal work, heart felt or
nostaigic we'd jove to include words that bring comfort, ioy. or motivation to our Wi community.

Why contribute ?

Becauss words have power. A few thoughtful lines can brighten someona’s day, offer
sncouragament, or simply remind us that we're not alons. Lets calabrats the strength, craativity,
and wisdom of cur members.

Mo expenence needed—just your creativity and a love of expression.
All styles and subjects sre welcome.

How to submat:
Please send your poem of guote (with the author's name if known) 1o Thekogirswifligm:aii.com
Feel fres 1o Include a short note on why it's meaningful to you—though that's entirely optional,

We cant wan to read your coninbubons and share a [itle more Eght with sach other.

Let's celebrate the talent and spirit of our wonderful Wl community—one verse at a time!

We mest with smiles and cups of tea.
Whers crafte and talks come joyfully
- From baking cakes t© leaming rew,
Warm wishes 5

: . A place for friandship tried and rue.
Lizze Richards

Written by a member of the KO Girls

The KO Girls Wi




This Wl campaign calls on Wi members to work
together o increase public confidence and
traiming in the delivery of CPE and to work with
local crganisafion: fo help improve access fo
defibaliotor: in thelr cammunity.

There are over 30,000 ouf of hospital cardiac
amests a year in the UK and less than 1in 10

survive. Eary CPR can more than double the
chances of survival.

And you can start helping by learning or
refreshing YOUR CPR skills at home!

The Bafish Hearf Foundation [BHF] offers free online 15-minute CPE troining that you can do
at home with just a phones and a cushion.

Googie ReviveR to use BHF's RevivR fraining fool and access thelr free CPR and defibrillator
training.

Skills to help save o life:
practise an interactive skill

minutes for free with

P cagisan if carilaln 1

=il L"_-'ﬁ.- - e RevivRR
Byrizrm (PR

[ P '-PI

Upm 3 delibrlote =

5 =) a

s b Completed your fraining?

il =i [ -

Join our woave of awgreness by sharing a phote of you
and your Wi making a heart shape with your hands, just
ke our campaign logo. Upload your image to social media with the hashtag
#BystandersCanBelifesavers. You can fog us on Focebook, Instagram. or send them fo NFWI

by emalling po8niwl ong yk

And do complete the Wl survey by signing into your Wi life and
finding the Bystanders Can Be Lifesavers campaign, which will

help Nafional monitor the effect of the campaign INSPIRING WOMEN




Great Yorkshire Show Report

After a very successful show with plenty of volunteers in both the Exhibition and Cafe
sections, | must thank all who helped in any capacity either before, during or after the
show. This year it was excellent to see the response to the revised baking classes, plus
the "One | Made Earlier” not to be judged, showing an excellent array of different crafts
beautifully displayed for all to see. Donna's input together with Sue Riley's wealth of
experience in the Exhibition area created outstanding displays for all to see. During the 4
days we had different demonstrations by our own members with the exception of Rachel
Hutton who comes not only to demonstrate , stays on site and ensures our ovens and
water boilers are switched on well before the breakfast shift ladies come in at 6.00am.
Also, Rachel provides 1% Aid cover which she even had to administer to Hazel our
Chairman who burnt her arm whilst frying bacon!!!

The cafe areas were very busy in all sections, whether serving teas and coffees, cutting
cakes or producing endless filled rolls and sandwiches plus plated salads. The washing up
team a vital unit kept an adequate supply of clean mugs and teapots for the servery with
dirties returned by the Trolly Dollies who kept the dining room clean and tidy whilst chatting
to the 1000s of customers enjoying what was on offer.

We must not forget the financial team: Jeanne who operates the till relieved by Pam on all
4 days then Pam and Hazel have the job of counting all the takings.

The last section is the Food to Go Cart, which for the past few years has been controlled
by Heather daily when the 1*' customers come at 7.00am to collect their lunch to
approximately 3.00pm when everything is sold out.

Then last but not least, Helen our secretary who books everyone in, arranges their lunch
order and keeps members supplied with drinks plus everything else required in the staff
room.




This year asking members to provide their own apron proved highly successful and
cut down on the endless nightly washing which Hazel completed on a daily basis.

In fact there are many unforeseen jobs that just get completed of which many are to-
tally unaware, also the husbands and sons who helped with many heavy jobs that
need to be done to keep the whole operation running.

There is one person | have not mentioned and that is Wendy, Queen of the scone
making department - customers return daily to enjoy yet another mouthwatering scone
and another unforeseen job Wendy completes is the washing of the tea towels, you
should have seen the 3 large bags she brought to the Thankyou Party, | could not
count how many had been laundered.

So again | thank all who helped in any capacity and for 3 of us this is the final time we
will be involved; Sue in the Exhibition, Heather on the cart and myself are all stepping
down and wish the show every success in the future, if your Board decides to go
ahead. As many of you know, the show provides a financial base for our federation as
well as showeasing our talented members and offering fare to tempt our customers.

Go to www thewi.org.uk/nothyorkshirewest and see the pictures plus reports on our
website compiled by Hazel.

Julie, retiring chair of GYS.

Something I Made Earlier Display




Littlethorpe Manor Gardens Visit on 19th June

It was on a lovely warm sunny morning that 25 ladies -
gathered for a tour of Littlethorpe Manor Gardens. We were ™

reeted first with refreshments in the marquee, before

ddie Harland, Head Gardener, introduced the tour by telling %
us that Mr and Mrs Thackray moved into the Manor in 1985. =
Mr Thackray sadly Epassed away in 2018, but Mrs Thackray is *]
still in residence. Eddie has been the Head Gardener for \
nearly 30 years, and there has been huge development of the
gardens in that time, There are 4 acres of formal gardens
and 7 acres of managed parkland.

We were led around the different sections, with Eddie
explaining the theme of each garden, the symbolism, and what
plants had been used. His extensive knowledge was very
impressive. Of note were the walled garden, sef out to
represent the 4 seasons, and the sunken garden. Also of
particular note was the Physic Garden, which was created in
memory of Mr Thackray, and the family company which began by
manufacturing bandages, before moving on to surgical instruments
and prosthetic joints, Indeed, something we were not expecting to
see was a tall metallic sculpture of a total hip replacement!

One of many highlights was the large pond, complete with pavilion.
The water lilies of varying shades were beautiful, with many damsel = e {CA R
flies in evidence, The gardens attract many birds, bees and butterflies. The gardens
are beautiful, tranquil and peaceful and well worth visiting. After thanking Eddie for an
in‘rer'esﬂn%and enjoyable tour, we headed for the plant sales area to take a little of
the magic home with us. Angela Turnbull, Ripon Belles WI.

Watercolours Workshop with Gail Evans at Gargrave Village Hall
on 24th June

It's always a popular event
is Watercolours with Gail,
and we love Gargrave
village hall too. Elice to see
some returning

members, who always seem
to come away with
beautiful paintings and
she's there to get you
started if you haven't
picked up a brush before,
or for many years. Plenty
of lovely flowers, fruit and
vegetables for a still life
painting as well as top tips
on landscape images. June
2025.

Sara Baldwin-Cole, Vice
Chair, NYW Federation.
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Around the WIs

Bedale Belles—Rag Market on

14th June What is a Rag Market we
hear you say? Well it's definitely not a
place to sell old rags! in fact, it's a
traditional term for a textile market. Our
Rag Market is held once a year (this year
it was Saturday, 14th June) and we raise
funds for our chosen charity - Dementia
Forward. The Rag Market has to be the
perfect place to source not only a
bargain but original and quality crafting,
dressmaking and tailoring materials,
buttons, ribbons, yarn, vintage pieces,
patterns, books and anything else you
could possibly need to inspire your
creativity. Items are from private
collections so you can pick up many
iterns that are not available inshops for
amazing prices. Our stall holders are
crafters themselves. We had over 300
visitors! From Whitby, Colne and
Wiltshire to name a few places. Plenty of
tea/coffee and cake was consumed as
well as much chatter and laughter. Jane
Beck,Secretary, Bedale Belles WI.

Keep in touch! It is great to read
what all the W1s are up to. Please
send your news to
nywiwizg@gmail.com and we will
report here in brief with more
details on the website. Please send
in your photographs and articles to
the W1 office at Alma House.
Because of the limitations of the
number of pages, please keep vour
articles to 400 words or fewer.
Thank you.

Aspin Park WI Knaresborough,
North Yorkshire—50% Jubilee Year

1975-2025 We have enjoyed a series
of special events to celebrate our

50" Jubilee Year. Our WI currently has
46 very active members of whom, 11 are
Team (committee) Members with a
further B on our Support Team. We have
no doubt that this commendable ratio of
involvement contributes to our success
and the ability to offer a wide range of
talks, activities and outings.Following an
enjoyable private visit to Goldsborough
Hall in June for a talk, house and garden
tours ending in a delicious cream tea in
their beautiful Orangery, we had our main
event Party on 3 July at our regular
meeting venue of Knaresborough Cricket
Club. Our President, Linda LeFloch,
welcomed all with a glass of prosecco
and paid tribute to our very first President,
Vanni Wilkins. Current member Avis Hall
was on the first committee and Anne
Ashton was also an early member. We
toasted the memory of those inspiring
ladies who are no longer with us but not
forgotten.

Qur theme was Gold and the decorated
room was arranged with six Team
Tables—Golden Nuggets, Gold
Fingers, Goldsmiths, Gold Stars,
Golden Girls and 24 Carat, each with a
delicious savoury platter to share. A fun
quiz started the evening’s fun with
questions on music and general
knowledge from 1975 and 2025. One
‘volunteer” from each table took part in
various fun games, cheered on by their
Team. 24 Carat narrowly won with the
most overall points but every attendee
received a free ticket for our bumper
raffle, a commemorative pen and of
course, a slice of iced fruit cake made by
Jean Haley. Stephanie Blevins, Aspin
Park WI.
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Around theWIls continued

Follifoot WI July Social-
Jukebox Disco and Potluck
Supper

The Disco Divas of the Follifoot W,
dressed to strut their stuff on the village
hall dance floor at the July Social Jukebox
Disco and Potluck Supper.

A fabulous evening was had, and,
regardless of age or fancy dress, everyone
was on the dance floor by the end of the
evening. Jan MacKaness, Follifoot WI.

Long Preston WI—Belly
Dancing Fun

At the July meeting of Long Preston W1 we
were entertained to an evening of belly
dancing when Hazarah demonstrated her
belly dancing skills.She invited the
members to join her for a masterclass in
belly dancing techniques which have their
origins in the ancient folk traditions of
upper Egypt. She talked about the history
of the dance and musie and also brought
some beautiful dresses and headgear. We
had an enjoyable evening with lots of
laughter. Sheila Grant, Long Preston
WL

Threshfield & Linton WI -
An Evening with Patrick
Grant

Threshfield and Linton W1 in conjunction
with The Stripey Badger Bookshop,
Grassington, recently held a sell out
evening in the company of British Clothier
and star of The Great British Sewing Bee,
Patrick Grant, who spoke about his book,
‘Less, How to Stop Buying so Much
Rubbish: How Having Fewer, Better Things
Can Make Us Happier'. An eye-opening
talk about how much we waste on buying
new items when we should be 'making do'
with older items and how many clothes that
we buy cannot be recycled due to them
having plastic in them. Patrick also gave
some insights into the making of The Great
British Sewing Bee.Patrick was presented
with a VE Day cake which was made one
of the WI members.

Threshfield and Linton WI donated their
share of the proceeds, £1500, to Yorkshire
Cancer Research who celebrate their
centenary this year. Sheila Carr,
Threshfield & Linton WI.

Left to right,
Andy Wilsen—
Yorkshire Cancer
Research,
Patrick Grant,
Linda Furness—
y The Stripey
Badger
Bookshop and
Hilary Follows—
President of
Threshfield &
Linton WI.
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Around theWIs continued

Killinghall WI—Centenary Celebration

Killinghall WI are celebrating our centenary year. On 14th August
we held a special birthday lunch with past and present members
and guests, including our chairman, Hazel Smyth. A happy,
memorable occasion, as all our special events have been this year
- and more to come!

Here is a poem which was sent in to us by Killinghall WI to
celebrate their milestone birthday!

Killinghall WI is a hundred years old,
With so many happy years spent here or so I have been told,

Past members have come and gone, so nice to see it carries on,

We've come through life's ups and downs, but good to see it's
safe and sound.

It's such a lovely time to spend an evening here with all our
friends.

Learning new skills with interesting speakers
Completes an good evening of light entertainment.

We like to welcome more new members to swell our
gatherings,

As what we aim to try and do to carry on our legacy.
Don't walk away, come and stay, we will be with you every step of the way.

!? Find us on Facebook at https:www.facebook.com/nywfwi

|@| North Yorkshire West Federation now has a new Instagram account https://
www.instagram.com/northyorkshirewestfederationwi/?g=5

Alma House, Low St Agnesgate Office Open:
Ripon HG4 1NG Tuesday 9.00am-12.30pm, 1.00pm-4.00pm,
01765 606339 Thursday 9.30am-12.30pm, 1.00pm-4.00pm,

Friday 9.00am—12.30pm, 1.00pm—3.20pm.

The office will be closed on Monday and
Wednesday

nywfwi24@gmail.com
www.thewi.org.uk/northyorkshirewest
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NOTICES

Open Board Meeting n‘
Federation Board Meeting Wednesday September 10™ 10:30am — Ope
Meeting

The Federation Board of Trustees would like to invite any W member to attend this meeting
as an observer to understand what we as Trustees actually do. The meeting will last ap-
proximately 2 hours.

Please come along as after the formal business there will be an opportunity to raise any
queries as we are keen to understand what our members would like from the Federation in
the future as we eat our packed lunches (provide your own).

If you would like to join in person or by Zoom please let us know.

Hazel Smyth, Chairman.

; ey
Board of Trustees Meeting on 6th October 2025 at 6.00 pm &J
We are aware that not everyone can attend meetings during the day therefore we

are trying different times for the Board meetings to provide an opportunity for more
members to attend. We hope to widen the pool of people who may consider being a Trustee
in the future.

The WI makes Mastermind ?

Did you see Lorna's 12-point score in her Waomen's Institute round, on Mastermind in June?
She knew her WI history for sure! Well done, Lorna - and thank you for picking the WI as
your specialist subject!

Perhaps you want to test yourself on the questions Lorna faced...Just for fun of course:).
You can watch the episode and play along, via the BBC iPlayer. Good luck!

Helen's Annual Leave

Helen, the Federation Secretary, will be on annual leave from 2nd to 5th September. If

you need to get in touch with the office urgently please leave a message on 01765
606339 and the message will be picked up or phone Hazel on 07495 362525. Thank you.

14



Tuesday 4t November

Masham Town Hall, HG4 4DY

10.00am (Coffee) - 10.30am Til
3.30pm

Choose two dabbles (& a reserve one) from:
Mini Wreaths with Sheila Carr
Watercolour Christmas Cards
with

Gail Evans

Beaded Angels & Snowflakes with Pat
Dunhill

Shredded Angels with Sara Baldwin-Cole
Cost for the Day 1s £25

And includes materials

(...extra materials can be purchased from
the tutors on the day)

Bring a Packed Lunch

Booking Starts 15t September - Closing date 215t October
Yo

W [

:..1__‘:"- b
Please quote code 25A18Dabble —~A0 T BRS

15

———



What's on in your Federation to the end of 2025..
See full details in the newsletter and nrailings!

N Tuesday 16" Thackray Museum and White Rose coach trip day

closing date for bookings 26" August (Go Ahead TBC)
Friday 246" Federation Quiz Heats Closing Date 261"

"¢ Tuesday 30" Wire Workshop with Rachel Hutton =- ™
Closing date for bookings 12" September (a popular
event so farl Names out of a hat if over booked.)

Thursday 9" Autumn Lunch at the gamekeepers Inn.
£30 per member Closing date for bookings 28" August.

Saturday 11" Pub Themed Talk, Food Demo
“ _as and Afternoon Tea with competition (more
' ~ information is in this newsletter) Closing
\ 9 Date for booking and competition entries is

Tueaday 14* Christmas Applique Workshop with
Ann Starkey. Closing Date for huulr.ing 23" September

i S 4*Nwmnabmenayath4as|nm _.
/7* ﬂuslng date for bookings 21* October

13" November Food & Flowers at Darley.
Closing Date 27" October

DECEMBER

3™ December Federation Carol
Service Allhallowgate Ripon. Closing Date for
bookings 18" November.
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