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Toolkit launched for living locally

……….WI will be launching the ‘Living Local’ scheme on …(date)…..2007 at …(place)…… Over the coming months …(WI name)..…WI will be running a range of activities …(list initiatives)……… encouraging all residents of …(village name)……community to reduce their food miles and eat food produced locally.
‘Living Local’ is a scheme created by, the Women’s Institute, the New Economics Foundation and SPAR to encourage retailers and consumers to support regionally and locally sourced produce, for the benefit of the entire community. The project is being launched across England and Wales after a successful pilot project in Bampton, Devon. As a result of the ‘Living Local’ scheme, Bampton SPAR now stocks locally sourced produce including milk, eggs, fresh meat, bread, cakes and ice cream. 

The greater the distance food travels to reach the shop, the more likely it is to have caused damage to the environment.

 ………..Federation Chairman, …(name)……said: “There are many benefits to local food sourcing. By buying local food we can reduce food miles. Local produce also has less packaging, contributing less to waste and landfill. I hope that all consumers will take part in this valuable project.” 

NFWI Chair, Fay Mansell said; “Local food and sustainable communities are vitally important to the WI and our members are passionate about these issues. The scheme will provide an understanding of the range of environmental, health, social and economic, benefits local food has for our communities.  By helping local suppliers to secure their livelihoods, we are also securing local agricultural diversification and thereby the diversity of the local landscape.”

ENDS

For more information, please contact …………………… at …….. Federation office on …………..(tel) or ……………………..(email).
Notes to editors:

1. The WI is the largest women’s organisation in the UK with 211,000 members in 6,800 WIs. The charity campaigns on issues that matter to women and their communities from children’s diet and the environment to excess packaging and dairy farming. Visit www.theWI.org.uk for more information.

