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How to run a poster competition

A poster competition is a fun way to engage children whilst parents are at an event, talking about far more serious food issues and sampling the excellent local produce.  

This could simply be done on the day, or alert local schools in advance and have several entries to show on the walls of the hall to brighten the children’s’ corner up before the public come in.

1. Set a good theme that appeals to children and has good visual possibilities.  Perhaps ‘Local Food and Drink’ or for younger children “My Favourite Food from (name of place).”

2. Organise appropriate prizes, possibly healthy local food items.   Offer book tokens for the three best, with goody bags from the local shop for participants. 

3. Advertise locally before the day – aim for local schools.  Early entries can be displayed on the walls at the start of the event. 

4. Take account of varying age groups.  The youngest children are only going to produce pictures, but from about age 7 or 8 they are beginning to think of good slogans as well.

5. On the day, clear a space with a large table and plenty of paper and colouring pencils and pens.  Paint might be fun but is a very messy option!

6. Exhibition space on the wall is also important; every child needs to have their contribution put up.  It all feeds ideas into the process, and makes the setting more fun.  Cover existing notice boards in the village hall with lengths of plain wallpaper rather than disturb everyone’s notices, then use drawing pins or blue tack.

7. To start the exhibition use some cheap, colourful sheets of A3 paper to mount the early entries.  This adds colour and fills the wall space.

8. Make sure one or more willing adults are available to keep an eye on the creative corner (keep supplied with locally produced refreshments!), offer encouragement, remind children to leave names and phone numbers and pin up the posters.

9. Choose your judge, and use the judging announcement to wind up the event.  Post on prizes to absent winners.

10. Enjoy!
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