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Draft letter for parish news
In 2006/07, the Women’s Institute and SPAR shop worked together in the village of Bampton, Devon to bring local food issues to the forefront of residents’ minds through a project entitled Living Local. Through a range of initiatives, the project aimed to find ways to bring in more local food sourcing and make the village a sustainable community.
The farther food has travelled to reach the shop, the more likely it is to have caused damage to the environment. By buying local food we can reduce this distance, often referred to as ‘food miles’. Local produce in many cases also has less packaging and therefore contributes less to waste and landfill. In addition, by understanding where our food comes from, we gain a better understanding of the landscape surrounding us and the issues it faces. By helping local farmers to secure their livelihoods, we are also securing local agricultural diversification and thereby the diversity of the local landscape. 

The Living Local project has been successful in: increasing awareness of local produce in Bampton; increasing sales of local produce in the Spar retailer; and in helping to forge stronger links between the community, community groups and retailers in Bampton.

A range of innovative pilots was implemented including lessons on local produce for the village school and tasting sessions in store. As a result, there has been an increase in knowledge about the benefits of buying local products and an increase in the number of local products stocked by the local retailer. By taking a pioneering approach, local produce is more popular and more available than ever before. This has considerable benefits for the local economy, for local retailers and producers, for consumers, and for community groups through the stronger community links created. 

We_(your group)_ would like to take on a similar initiative in_(your community)__ and develop a community committee as a first step in establishing how we can all work together to make _(your community)_ more sustainable. The purpose of this committee would be for any interested community groups to come together once or twice a year to exchange ideas and discuss sustainability issues in (you community), local food being only one of many possible topics to explore. With over _(XX)_ local groups in our community, there are many ways to join together to support each other’s initiatives.
We’re planning to hold an initial meeting to gauge interest at __(Village Hall)__ at __(time)__ on the __(date)__. Please get in touch with __(contact name and details)__ if you’d like more information or have something to put on the agenda for the meeting. 
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