
 
 

 
“NOT IN MY NAME” - CAMPAIGN TO RECRUIT MALE 
AMBASSADORS TO SPEAK OUT AGAINST VIOLENCE 
TOWARDS WOMEN 
 
WHAT IS THE NOT IN MY NAME CAMPAIGN? 

Last year NFWI-Wales joined up with Joyce Watson AM, Assembly Member for Mid 
and West Wales on the ‘Not in my Name’ campaign which encouraged men to speak 
up against violence towards women to mark International Day for the Eradication of 
Violence Against Women on 25 November (also recognised as White Ribbon Day). 
During November 2012, a number of federations took up the challenge of recruiting 
male groups in their area to show public support for the campaign.  We are 
encouraging federations and WIs to get involved again this year using the links they 
have with male groups in the community. 

WHY IS THE WI INVOLVED? 

The NFWI has been campaigning for the elimination of violence against women since 
2008; raising awareness of the nature, extent and impact of all forms of violence 
against women.   

One in four women in Wales will experience domestic violence at the hands of a 
partner during their lives and 150,000 women in Wales will suffer some form of 
gender-based violence.   

BACKGROUND TO THE WHITE RIBBON CAMPAIGN 
 
Men and male organisations are key to creating a culture where violent behaviour 
towards women and girls is unacceptable. White Ribbon Day encourages men to take 
responsibility for reducing violence against women.  Each year, men and boys are 
encouraged to wear a ribbon for one or two weeks, starting on 25 November, the 
International Day for the Eradication of Violence Against Women. Wearing a white 
ribbon is a personal pledge never to commit, condone or remain silent about violence 
against women.   
 
Over the years, a number of sporting bodies have already shown their support for the 
White Ribbon Campaign including Cardiff City Football Club, Cardiff Devils Ice 
Hockey Team, Rhyl Football Club, the Wales Rugby Union and Manchester United.    
Every year, the Welsh Government launches a Six Nations anti-domestic-abuse 



campaign to tackle the increased levels of domestic violence that occur around the 
time of major sporting events such as the Six Nations rugby tournament. 
 
ACTION FOR FEDERATIONS AND WIs 
 
We are encouraging WI members to use the links they have with male groups within 
their communities to recruit male ambassadors to speak out against violence towards 
women.  As a WI you could:- 
 

 Identify groups in your community made up of male membership 
Examples include local sports clubs, male voice choirs, Rotary and Lions 
Clubs and young farmers’ clubs. 

 

 Approach the groups to support White Ribbon Day on 25 
November or for one or two weeks starting on 25 November  
This could, for example, involve choirs wearing a white ribbon at 
performances during this period or a rugby club promoting the campaign 
during fixtures; arranging a photo opportunity during the fortnight; issuing a 
statement in support of ending violence against women or signing a pledge. 

 
A template letter is provided below.  We suggest that you approach groups 
well in advance.  Please inform Sarah Thomas at the NFWI-Wales Office of 
any groups that you recruit. Tel: 029 2022 1712   E-mail: s.thomas@nfwi-
wales.org.uk 

 

 Make white ribbons to donate to the groups you have recruited  
White ribbons could be handed out to members and any voluntary donations 
received could be donated to a local violence against women support service 
in your area.  Alternatively white ribbons can be purchased from the website 
http://www.whiteribboncampaign.co.uk/shop/ribbons 

 

 Design a white ribbon from card (A3 size) or fabric and ask male 
ambassadors / groups from your community to sign it, for example, Council 
leaders, Assembly Members, MPs, choir members and members of your local 
YFC. 
 

EXAMPLES OF GROUPS RECRUITED IN 2012 
 
Male voice choir Bois Goetre-Hen a’r Cylch wore white ribbons during their 
performance at Cardiff Central Library on 24 November.  The choir also issued a 
press release outlining its support for the Campaign and published information on its 
website and Facebook page.  Good press coverage was received in the local press. 
 
Powys Brecknock Federation recruited Builth Wells Male Choir, Brecon Male Choir 
and Brecon Ford.   Powys Radnor Federation recruited Rhayader Male Choir and Sir 
Gâr/Carmarthenshire recruited Newcastle Emlyn Rugby Football Club, Burry Port 
Male Voice Choir and Whitland Male Voice Choir.  NFWI-Wales gained the support 
of the Wales YFC, the FUW and the NFU. 
 
FURTHER INFORMATION 
 
Please contact Rhian Connick or Sarah Thomas at the NFWI-Wales Office should you 
require further information regarding this briefing.  Tel:  029 2022 1712  E-mail: 
s.thomas@nfwi-wales.org.uk 

mailto:s.thomas@nfwi-wales.org.uk
mailto:s.thomas@nfwi-wales.org.uk
http://www.whiteribboncampaign.co.uk/shop/ribbons


  
Bois Goetre-Hen a’r Cylch performing at Cardiff Central Library 
 
 

 
 Rhayader Male Voice Choir   Brecon Ford 
 

 
Cardiff Devils Ice Hockey Team 

                                      



 

TEMPLATE LETTER TO SEND TO MALE CLUBS / ASSOCIATIONS 

 
 

[Insert your 
address]   

 
[Insert address of the group / club] 
 
[Insert date] 
 
 
 
 
Dear [INSERT] 
 
‘Not in my Name’ – Support White Ribbon Day on 25 November 

The Women’s Institute has been campaigning for the elimination of violence against 
women since 2008.  One in four women in Wales will experience domestic violence at 
the hands of a partner during their lives and 150,000 women in Wales will suffer 
some form of gender-based violence.   

We would like to invite [insert name of club/group] to get involved in supporting 
White Ribbon Day.  This could, for example, involve [members of your team/ choir / 
supporters – adapt as appropriate] wearing white ribbons on 25 November or during 
the two week period 25 November – 2 December; issuing a statement in support of 
ending violence against women; signing a white ribbon to pledge your support or 
organising a photo opportunity. 
 
White Ribbon Day encourages men to take responsibility for reducing violence 
against women. Each year, men and boys are encouraged to wear a ribbon for one or 
two weeks, starting on 25 November, the International Day for the Eradication of 
Violence Against Women. Wearing a white ribbon is a personal pledge never to 
commit, condone or remain silent about violence against women. 
 
[INSERT] Women’s Institute hopes that you will agree to support the White Ribbon 
Campaign in November.  We feel that your support in speaking out against violence 
against women could play a key part in challenging and preventing the attitudes 
which perpetuate it.  We look forward to discussing further with you the involvement 
you would like to have. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
[NAME] 
[WI / FEDERATION] 
 
 
 
 


